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President’'s Message

What an exciting year it has been for Rock the Earth! In what was our first “official” year in the public eye, our
organization has evolved from a dozen music-loving environmental professionals talking about environmental issues,
to a full-fledged 501(c)(3) tax exempt, environmental nonprofit organization. Since just March 2004, Rock the Earth

has grown by leaps and bounds. Some of the highlights that you'll read in this report are:

e Rock the Earth now has over 350 members in 31 states. Over 2,000 people are now on our mailing list.

e Nearly 32% of our members and people on our mailing list have volunteered to assist RtE in some way — whether

helping us out by tabling concerts and festivals to providing legal or technical assistance to grant writing.

e Rtk now has nearly two dozen unpaid staff members actively engaged in advocacy, education, outreach, promo-

tion of both environmental issues and the artists who are concerned about those issues, as well as fundraising.

e Rtk is in the process of building an Advisory Board of people within the music industry, the environmental
and nonprofit communities, the business community, and other activists who can help guide our organization,
facilitate communications with others who may be able to assist us in the future as well as provide credibility to

our organization.

e |n the past year, RtE has completed half a dozen substantive campaigns and reviewed another dozen or so

potential projects brought to our attention by folks in the music community (artists and patrons).

e Rtk had a presence at over 60 concert dates throughout the United States between March and December 2004,

including a full-time team that traversed the country for 7 weeks during the Summer of 2004.

e Between March and December 2004, RtE raised over $18,000 from memberships, sponsorships, donations,

grants and auctions.

e Rtk has moved from a home office in Pittsburgh, to a centralized location in Denver, Colorado, proximate to sev-
eral of our staff and Board Members and as 2004 closed, is in active negotiations for office space in downtown

Denver.
e Rock the Earth managed to accomplish all of the above without one person drawing a salary.

As you can seg, it has been a busy year for Rock the Earth. Although we are still several months away from hav-
ing the resources to take a polluter or governmental entity to court, we are quickly building the infrastructure, the
financial means as well as the connections within the music industry to commence engagement in such activities in

the near future. In addition to the financial challenges associated with advocacy and litigation, our second largest



challenge in 2005 will be our ability to maintain or exceed our already mercurial growth with an unpaid and,
with the exception of yours truly, part-time staff. It is exceedingly difficult for us to bring a major legal action
against the government (or a polluter) without full-time assistance. While we can continue to champion
other environmental groups’ causes (as we have done in the past year), assisting them with public relations
and publicity, fundraising and part-time legal and technical assistance, it is our desire to transition into an
organization that can do all of these things full-time, fully harnessing both our staff's abilities as well as the
influence and financial wherewithal of the music community. As we continue to gain recognition in the music
community, engage in substantive issues at the suggestion of artists, as well as receive grant monies and
increasingly generous donations, it is our hope to begin to pay a salary or two in 2005, allowing a few of our
staff to work on RtE full-time and start to elevate our ability to directly impact the outcome of these important

issues.

2005 looks to be a critical year in our development. Not only will RtE continue to face the ongoing challenge
of membership growth, fundraising, grant writing in a very competitive economy and reaching into the music
industry for assistance, we will also face the new challenge of membership renewal and retention so as
to allow us to continue our growth towards becoming a full-fledged environmental advocacy organization.
Further, the recent Presidential election will likely result in a whole host of substantive changes, challenges
and assaults on the environment, providing an endless supply of issues from which we will need to carefully
pick and choose the level of our involvement. Indeed, as we continue to face the challenges of building a new
advocacy organization from the ground up, so too, will the very planet on which we all live face challenges

from all sides.

We are, however, incredibly optimistic about our future. Every week brings exciting new developments.
Environmental groups are reaching out to collaborate with us. Musical artists and their management are
calling and writing to us with increasingly frequency, to suggest environmental issue and offer us assistance.
Festivals contact us to participate in their events. University student organizations invite us to be the benefi-
ciary of their activities. As we close the books on 2004 and look ahead to 2005, we are very grateful for the
support that our new members and friends have provided over the past year. We hope that you'll continue to

join us in our goal to become the preeminent environmental group to work with the music community.
Rockin in the free world,

Marc A. Ross

President & Executive Director



Environmental Accomplishments

e February 2004 Rock the Earth opposed proposed Grazing regulatory rollbacks.

e February 2004 Rock the Earth opposed proposal to allow Publicly Owned Treatment

Works (aka sewage facilities) to discharge untreated sewage during storm events.

e March 2004 Rock the Earth filed comments opposing a joint proposal by US EPA, the
US Fish and Wildlife Service and the National Marine Fisheries Service to give EPA the

sole responsibility to review the impact that pesticides will have on endangered species.

e May 2004 At the suggestion of Sugar Hill recording artist, Scott Miller, Rock the Earth
opposed the King William Reservoir Project near Newport News, Virginia. RtE filed formal
comments to the Virginia Marine Resources Commission opposing the intake structures
that would pump up to 75 million gallons of water a day from the Mattaponi River, thereby
endangering a threatened fish population (American Shad) as well as destroying some

historic Native American fishing grounds used by the Mattaponi Tribe.

e October 2004 Rock the Earth opposed proposed “temporary” regulations allowing

for snowmobile access to Yellowstone and Grand Teton National Parks.

e November 2004 Rock the Earth, in conjunction with the Southern Rockies Con-
servation Assaciation, joined with 25 other Colorado environmental groups as part of
collective opposition to the roll back of the “roadless rule” prohibiting the construction of

new roads in national forests.

e December 2004 Rtk was fully engaged in preparation of comments to draft Envi-
ronmental Impact Statement for the Colorado River Manage-
ment Plan (due Feb. 2005) as well as comments to the draft plan

to allow drilling on the Roan Plateau (due March 2005).

In addition to the formal comment letters that we submitted (or oth-
ers submitted on our behalf), our legal and technical staff members

reviewed or are monitoring the following issues:

e A proposed molybdenum mine outside of Crested Butte, Colo-

rado on Mount Emmons, also known as the Red Lady;
e Proposed drilling on Padre Island off the Texas coast;

e The declining water levels in the Great Lakes, an issue sug-

gested to us by Steven Page of the Barenaked Ladies;




e \Water quality and quantity issues concerning the Eel and Russian Rivers in north-

ern California;

e The Clark Fork River/Milltown Dam cleanup in Montana, an issue suggested to us

by the band Signal Path;

e Water and sediment issues at Jenner Beach in northern California, an issue sug-

gested to us by Steve Kimock;

e The construction of the Sevier Coal Fired electric generation facility in southern

Utah, an issue suggested to us by the San Francisco band ALO;

e Environmental Justice issues impacting the community of Hunter's Point in the
San Francisco Bay, an issue suggested to us by the San Francisco bands, New

Monsoon and Aphrodesia.

e Various issues concerning development in the headwaters of and wetlands tied to
the St.. John's River in northern Florida, issues suggested by Susan Trucks, mother
to Derek Trucks and mother in-law to Susan Tedeschi, as well as large water diver-

sions from the St.. John’s River.

e \Various issues concerning development in and along the Delaware River, on the
border of Pennsylvania and New Jersey, issues suggested to us by Tim Carbone of

the New Jersey band, Railroad Earth.

As we look to 2005, of immediate import are comments to the draft EIS for the Colo-
rado River Management Plan as well as the draft plan for drilling on the Roan Plateau,
in northwest Colorado. In addition, we will continue to investigate several of the is-
sues listed above as well continuing to solicit new issues from the music community.
As we begin campaigns on various issues, we will seek to elevate their import to the
public by reaching out to members of the music industry to assist us in publicity and

fundraising efforts.




Membership & Outreach Accomplishments

Much of our success in 2004 was due to the extensive membership drives and outreach
efforts via our website as well as events across the country where we had the opportunity
to talk one-on-one with environmentalists and music lovers alike about the mission of Rtk
and the environmental projects on which we have been working. Educating the public about
environmental issues is critical to fulfilling our mission, and the visibility for the organiza-
tion that results from the outreach we performed has helped RtE gain credibility with the
music industry as well as among our environmental colleagues. By coordinating an extensive
summer tour and relying on our Volunteer Staff to spread the word through both the envi-
ronmental and musical communities, we were able to reach out to several thousand people
across the country, including many musicians along the way, and gain widespread support to

continue our efforts. Here are some of our accomplishments from 2004:

e March 2004 RtE held its first public event in Denver, CO where we began educating

the public about our mission. At this inaugural event we gained 19 new members!

e April 2004 RtE has its official kickoff to celebrate Earth Day, tabling an Earth Day

event in Fort Collins, CO.

e May & June 2004 RtE moved its outreach to the west coast and kicked off the
summer tour at the String Cheese Incident’s “Whole in One” Festival at Hornings Hideout

in North Plains, OR.

e June - September 2004 A full-time road crew spent 7
weeks traveling the country to table at 23 concerts & festivals,
while Volunteer Staff tabled an additional 18 events nationwide,
for a total of 41 events over the course of the summer. Our staff
had tables and booths on the following tours and festivals: The
String Cheese Incident; Barenaked Ladies; Alanis Morissette;
Dave Matthews Band; Guster; Sound Tribe Sector 9; The Acous-
tic Planet Tour featuring Bela Fleck and the Flecktones, Keller
Williams and the Yonder Mountain String Band; New Monsoon;
High Sierra Music Festival; Baja Bash; Gathering of the Vibes;
Camp Creek; Jerry Garcia’s Birthday Bash; Floyd Fest; 10,000
Lakes Festival; and the Hippie Hill Hoodang, This “Summer
Tour” resulted in a total of 164 new members, over $5,500 in

membership donations and 62 concert dates.




e December 2004 RtE held a Holiday Gift Membership Drive, which resulted in 29 new members

and almost $2,000 in membership donations.

e Through the dedication and hard work of our Volunteer Staff and many new volunteers, in 2004 Rtk
gained a total of 353 new members in only nine months of membership drives and outreach, tabling a

total of 52 events over 73 dates in 31 states!

A summary of our success in Membership and Outreach in 2004...

Qtr New Totgl Avera'ge Events Dates Members Ma_iling Volu_nteer
Members  Donations  Donation Gained List List

1 32 $1,605.00 $50.16 1 1 19 0 Members 120 33.9%

2 92 $5,252.00 $57.09 4 6 8 107 Mailing List 747  44.7%

3 187 $6,981.00 $37.33 40 59 160 1431

4 43 $2,425.00 $56.40 7 7 3 132

Total 354 $16,263.00 $45.94 52 73 190 1670 867  42.84%

As you can see, our summer on the road was critical to our success in 2004. The outreach and membership
drives at these events allowed us to fulfill our mission of educating the public about environmental

issues, creating awareness about local as well as high-profile national issues, discussing opportunities

to collaborate with other environmental groups, as well as musicians, and engaging the general public in
discussions about their environmental concerns, providing an opportunity to research and take action on
these issues. \We anticipate even greater success with our outreach efforts and
membership drives in 2005 as we begin tapping volunteers and collaborating with

musicians and environmental organizations on events and projects nationwide.




Fundraising Accomplishments

Grants

June 2004 Wrote a successful proposal to Odell's Brewing Co (Fort Collins, CO) for two RtE logo table ban-
ners. The kind folks at Odell’s coordinated the production of the banners, and rushed the job just in time for our
summer membership drive. These banners helped make it possible to simultaneously table different events at

the same time.

July 2004 Wrote a successful proposal to New Belgium Brewing (Fort Collins, CO) that allowed RtE to hire a
part-time administrative assist during 2005. Definitely a major step forward for RtE, and also a strong statement

of support from one of the nation’s premier green companies.
August 2004 Submitted a proposal for general operating expenses to Patagonia (under review).
October 2004 Submitted a prospectus for future funding to the Tides Foundation (under review).

November 2004 Submitted an Echoing Green application. Echoing Green is a program that awards 2-year
Fellowships to individuals with innovative ideas for creating new models for tackling seemingly unsolvable
social challenges. Executive Director Marc Ross and the fundraising team put together excellent answers to a

set of very difficult questions, and we believe this application will be competitive.

December 2004 submitted proposal to be a participant in and beneficiary of University of Colorado Envi-

ronmental Center’s annual Microbrews for the Environment benefit concert.

In addition to the grants we received/submitted, work began toward the end of 2004 on two projects resulting
in the submission of our biggest proposals yet, one to the Acorn Foundation and the other to Tom’s of Maine in
January 2005.

The Fundraising Committee has an ambitious grant writing agenda this year and is optimistic for continued successes
in 2005.

Fundraising Events

October 2004 Mimi Fishman Auction raised in excess of $1,000 for Rock the Earth.

November 2004 San Francisco Bay Area Benefit Concert, featuring David Gans, Jambay Trio and Geo Trio
(Kai Eckhardt, Alan Hertz and Eric Levy) at the Connecticut Yankee. Along with the concert, Rock the Earth also
conducted a silent auction and raffle of goods donated by various vendors from Green Fest. Total raised (net after

expenses) was in excess of $1,000.



Financial Report

Rock the Earth made great financial progress throughout our
first year as a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt nonprofit organization. As
a result of the generosity of a new base of members, donors,
musicians, and our first corporate donors, we ended the year

encouraged about our future sustainability.

Rock the Earth raised almost $21,000 from our inaugural mem-
bership drive in March through the end of the year. The gener-
ous contributions in our first year, mainly from new members,
allowed us to establish the infrastructure necessary to take
the next step in helping to defend our natural resources from
increasing threats. The majority of Rock the Earth’s expenses
included establishing outreach and educational materials, mar-
keting and web development, and project development. These
activities, in turn, allowed us to attract additional talented and
experienced volunteer staff members, Advisory Board members
as well as a large number of members and volunteers to help us

pursue our mission-driven activities.

The success that Rock the Earth has enjoyed as a new nonprofit
organization underscores the urgency that many Americans feel
about protecting the environment. It further solidifies our niche
within the music community as a voice for musicians wishing to

make a difference in their own communities.

Coalition efforts on projects such as the Roan Plateau in Colo-
rado and the Mattaponi River in Virginia have allowed Rock
the Earth to increase its presence and visibility while focusing
financial resources on establishing much-needed infrastructure.
These coalition efforts allow smaller nonprofit organizations to
collaborate on important issues, having a greater impact than

individual efforts.

Rock the Earth ended the year with nearly $6,000 in the bank,
a relatively significant amount that will allow the organization
to pursue office space in Colorado, further collaborative efforts
with other environmental groups, as well as to continue to work
on our mission-driven activities of providing legal and techni-
cal assistance to communities which are impacted by corporate

misfeasance and governmental malfeasance.

*

Statement of Activities

Revenue
Contributions 1,268.00
Membership dues 15,463.00
Grant 750.00
Gross revenue from special events & activities 2,435.00
Other revenue 1,033.76

Total Revenue 20,949.76

Expenses
Program Services 3346.32
Management & General 2077.93
Fundraising & Membership Development 9610.10

Total Expenses 15,034.35

Increase in Net Assets  5,915.41

&=

2004 Revenue 2004 Expenses

& 74% Membership

W 12% Special Events
M 6% Contributions
M 3% Grants

M 5% Other

Development
W 22% Program Services
M 14% Management & General

Statement of Financial Position
Assets

Cash & Cash Equivalent 6,512.75
Property & Equipment 872.00
Other Assets 5835.00

Total Assets 13,219.75

Liabilities
Accounts Payable (947.75)

Total Liabilities (947.75)

Total Net Assets  12,272.00

2004 is Rock the Earth’s first year of operations as a 501(c)(3)

tax-exempt organization.

[@ 64% Fundraising & Membership



Special Thanks to Those Who Provided Support in 2004
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